Anecdote Activity

Part A

Reread p. 6-7 'How I Came to Life'. Every family has a funny anecdote that they tell and
retell. An anecdote is something that really happened to a person but often the story becomes
exaggerated and favourite bits become emphasised.

In this activity, you will be making a storyboard of events. Think back to stories your family
tell when you all get together. Are there any funny ones that you remember? Turn one of your
own family's anecdotes into a storyboard of events before, during and after the event.

If you can't think of a family one, are there any stories about events that have happened to you
or your friends in school that you could write about? If you want to, you can exaggerate the
story to make it funnier. If you wish to use one, ask your teacher for a Storyboard Template.
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Part B

Reread p. 6-7 'How I Came to Life'. Every family has a funny anecdote that they tell and
retell. An anecdote is something that really happened to a person but often the story becomes
exaggerated and favourite bits become emphasised. In this activity, you will be writing an
exaggerated version of real-life events.

Write one of your own family’s anecdotes, making sure that you exaggerate the story to make
it funny. Your anecdote needs to be based on a real-life event involving someone in your family
but should be larger-than-life to make it funny. Remember, anecdotes tend to be fictionalised
versions of real life.
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Explain why you think the family tell the story of August’s birth in this way. How do you
think August’'s mum would have reacted at the time? How would her recount of the events at
the time have differed from the family anecdote retold on p. 6-7?
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